The Newsletter of IDEAS

September / October 2007

Welcome to this edition of the Newsletter. 

The last couple of months have been very busy for all staff at IDEAS. 

Our Information Officers have noticed that enquiries through our telephone service seem to have become more complex during the course of this year and the traffic on our website continues to increase.

The amalgamation and integration of the Sydney and Tumut office into one service has been progressing well and as you can see we have developed our new logo. Our rebranding is almost complete and the new look will be launched in the near future. We will highlight our new look in the next edition of the newsletter for you.

Our new website is also nearing completion and should be up on the internet in the next week or two. If you do use the internet please have a look and send us an email telling us what you think of the site. We like to get feedback from our Newsletter readers to let us know where we can improve.

I hope you enjoy this edition, I’m sure you will find something of interest.

Regards Diana

Wheelchair Roll Around

Sir Roden Cutler Charities Inc is a charity currently operating from Sydney, with a view to providing help to those who need it. 

They assist a range of people including the people with disability and the aged. This year they are conducting a wheelchair Roll Around that will be bigger and more widespread than usual and will specifically assist country NSW.  It started on May 28th and will travel around NSW finishing back in Sydney on 28th November. Donations can be made and are tax deductible. You can nominate the country town to which you would like your donation to go to, (eg. 1 cent to $1 per kilometre for the trip between towns.) 

For more information contact Sir  Roden Cutler Charities Ph: 02 9362 4430 or visit  www.sirrodencutlercharities.org.au   

Locations

SEPT 3 -7: Deniliquin, Hay, Griffith , Leeton, Narrandera 

SEPT 10 - 14: Jerilderee, Tocumwal, Corowa, Albury 

SEPT 17 - 21: Wagga,  Junee, Temora, Young 

SEPT 24 - 28: Cootamundra, Gundagai, Tumut, Batlow 

OCT 1 - 5: Tumbarumba, Jingelic, Khancoban, Jindabyne 

OCT 8 - 12: Cooma, Bombala, Bega, Eden 

OCT 15 – 19: Merimbula, Bermagui, Narooma, Batemans Bay 

OCT 22 - 26: Queanbeyan, Canberra, Yass, Harden / Crookwell 

OCT 29 - NOV 2: Goulburn, Braidwood, Ulladulla, Nowra

NOV 5 – 9: Kiama, Wollongong/Dapto, Bulli,  Coaldale 

NOV 12 – 16: Robertson, Moss Vale, Bowral, Mittagong 

NOV 19 – 23: Camden, Cambelltown/ Holdsworthy, Liverpool, Moorebank, Parramatta 

NOV 26 - 28: Arrive back in Sydney
Meet the people behind the phones….

This issue we would like to introduce you to our Community Education Officer &  Communications Officer…

Sue Gorman—Community Education Officer

I have worked at IDEAS INC for many years, for the past 6 years as Community Education Officer.

I feel very fortunate with my current position as I travel a lot and I am able to attend many conferences and Expos both within the             metropolitan and country areas of NSW. Whether it is attending an expo, conference or just being in the office there is never a day goes past where I don’t learn something new. I enjoy meeting new people and catching up with old friends. For most of my life I have always had a strong interest in the disability field, and when the opportunity came for me to gain employment I grabbed it. My mentor in my early days of employment was Jenny Stanzel from whom I learnt a great deal.    

My role as Community Education Officer, is to promote the needs of people with disability and raise the awareness of what services are           available through attending expos, speaking at support groups, interagencies etc. I also talk at Universities, Tafes and schools as I        believe students are our future. 

Mia Toppin— Communictions Officer

I have been with IDEAS since 1994 and have been the Communications Officer since 2001.

I am responsible for updating our website & have been involved with the redevelopment of the site. Part of my role also includes putting this newsletter together, which involves sourcing new & interesting   information for you to read.  

I also manage the collection, collation and dissemination of our electronic E-News which is sent out via email fortnightly. I also maintain the newsletter mainlining list, library & journal databases.

If you would like to see any topics included in upcoming issues or would like to contribute a story yourself, please contact me at comms@ideas.org.au  or phone: 1800 029 904.

From The Services Desk

Medicare health assessment for people with an intellectual disability

People with an intellectual disability can have an annual health assessment by their GP covered by Medicare. This is under the Medicare health assessment items 718 and 719.

People with intellectual disabilities are eligible for this assessment if they have an IQ below 70 and would benefit from assistance with daily living activities. If the GP needs help to decide if a patient is eligible, he or she can seek confirmation from a disability service that has assessed the patient or from a paediatrician.

The health assessment provides a framework for GPs to assess the physical and psychological health of patients with an intellectual disability and to identify any medical intervention and preventative health care required.

It is important that people with intellectual disabilities access these new items, as they may have undiagnosed health conditions they are not able to explain or that has not been observed. Also, people with intellectual disabilities often do not ask for preventative health checks that other people get.

To assist a person with an intellectual disability to access the assessment, first talk to the person about the assessment, then ask and arrange with the person’s GP to carry out the assessment. This will involve working out with the receptionist when the GP is available for a lengthy appointment.

What’s involved in the health assessment?

The assessment is comprehensive and will take some time to complete. To prepare, you should bring any health records and current medication (including Webster packs) with you.

Work out with the person and their family or other carer who should accompany the person to the assessment. It should be someone who knows the person and their health well.

Sometimes, it will be valuable for more than one person to go with the person, for example a parent and case manager.

The GP gets consent for the assessment from the patient, or if he or she does not understand, from a family member or other representative.

The health assessment includes:

· collecting information, including taking or updating a patient history

· assessing the patient’s physical and psychological health and health related aspects of their daily functioning

· deciding whether any medical intervention and preventative health care is required

· providing a written report to the patient, the patient’s carer and relevant disability professionals.

During the 12 months following the assessment, the GP should review and adjust treatment as necessary, as part of normal medical care. GPs are able to conduct a new assessment annually.

Metro Office Comments…

Disable Parking – What a Joke!  

Channel Nine’s Current Affair Wednesday 4 July 2007

Yet another re-run by the nine network of the abuse of “Disable Parking Permits”, we have seen it all before and yet nothing changes. Searching the Current Affair website to get details of the story they ran that night was difficult to say the least, there was nothing to be found (not that I could find anyway), the Paris Hilton fiasco or stories on getting rid of wrinkles in 10 hours were easy to find. Let’s face it; giving people with a mobility disability a fair go is not going to increase their TV ratings. Although, credit should be given where it is due, they did run the story and have done previously, we thank the network for that, and at least it is getting some airplay. 

In NSW the Mobility Parking Scheme (MPS) has the purpose of providing  parking concessions to people with a  mobility disability, (which includes people with visual impairments) and is managed by the RTA. Changes made to the scheme in September 2003 were to help protect the interests of legitimate users and prevent fraudulent use of MPS cards. The RTA issues a licence-style card that includes the cardholder’s photograph, and security features such as a hologram and 'ghost' photo. All        applications for new or renewed MPS cards must be signed by a medical          doctor, with proof of identity required to ensure only eligible people receive a card. This is all very good BUT who polices the misuse of the permits? When the card is displayed on the windscreen of a car, the photograph is on the inside so you can’t see if it matches the user; therefore it is still easy for people to use another person’s card. 

I can walk up the street in which I work any day of the week and see numerous disabled parking permits displayed in windscreens, yet I can’t remember ever seeing someone with a mobility issue getting out of their car and make their way into buildings close by. 

There needs to be a better system of policing the scheme to reduce the          incidence of fraudulent use of the MPS card and the responsibility of the scheme should be managed by an authority that better understands the true need of people with mobility restrictions. 

· Ken Thomson – IDEAS Metro Manager

Wheelchair on a roll

Luke Marsden, the principal of Maroubra Podiatry, has been servicing the podiatric needs of the people of the Maroubra area since 1969.

Re-development of his Anzac Parade practice made it necessary for Luke to relocate his practice in 2001. He searched for new premises that had more room and good street access. His present practice located at 108 Boyce Road is right on street level with no steps, it also has reasonable parking and a very convenient off street drop-off point for cars and taxis.

Although the practice is on street level some of his more frail and disabled patients still found it difficult making the short 10 metre walk from the car to the practice, particularly those patients with walking frames.

Maroubra Podiatry recently acquired a wheelchair, which is used by Luke to transport patients easily and safely from cars parked at the drop-off point outside his practice into the consulting room. The patient can remain in the wheelchair whilst waiting, they can also receive their treatment in the wheelchair if necessary, reducing the need to shuffle from chair to chair.

Luke stated, “I’m amazed at just how many patients have made use of the wheelchair, I should have got it years ago.”

Maroubra Podiatry, Phone: 02 9344 7632, Shop 2, 108 Boyce Rd, Maroubra

The Equipment Corner

No Rinse® products provide a comfortable alternative to traditional bathing methods. Consumables, labor and the risks inherent to the traditional bathing environment are       reduced.

No Rinse products are mild & gentle, allowing users with the most delicate skin find No Rinse® non-irritating, even with frequent use. It's So Easy, No Rinse® is ideal for children, travelers and for just about anywhere traditional bathing is difficult or inconvenient.

Products include: 

· Shampoo & Conditioner

· Ready to use, no water needed 

· Apply, lather, towel dry 

· Eliminates odors 

· Safe, comfortable, convenient

· Alcohol free                

· No-Rinse Bathing Wipes 

· One complete bath (8 wipes) 

· Aloe & Lanolin Enriched 

· Alcohol Free 

· Cleans and Deodorizes 

· Saves time and resources 

· Can be warmed in microwave

· Body Wash

· Ready to use 

· Eliminates odors 

· Safe perineal cleanser 

· Moisturizes as it cleans 

· Alcohol free 

· No-Rinse Shampoo Cap 

· One piece cap transfers all massaging

· directly to hair and scalp 

· Latex free and alcohol free 

· Eliminates odor 

· Leaves hair fresh and clean 

· Can be heated in microwave prior to use 

For more information contact:

Hospital at Home Ph: 1300 303 604 

Email: hahwagga@bigpond.com  

Web: www.hospitalathome.com.au 

Independent Living & Mobility Ph: 07 3392 0588

Web: www.independentliving.com.au  

Web: www.norinse.com
VIBRATION CLOCK WITH BED SHAKER  -  This digital clock lets you set the loudness and the tone of the alarm that best suits your needs. Attach a bed shaker (sold separately) to place under your pillow or mattress to shake you awake.  Heavy Sleeper? Use both the bed shaker and the audible alarm together. This is the alarm clock you need when you don’t want to oversleep.

 

VIBRALITE* VIBRATION WATCH—The vibration on your wrist from VibraLITE3 will remind you to do anything important without annoying others. What’s really great is that you don’t have to hear the alarm to know that’s its signaling you. This watch is especially useful for pilots, students (taking exams), and of course hearing impaired.

  

CRYSTALTONE™ TELEPHONE RINGER—CrystalTone telephone ringer helps make sure you never miss a call. Hear the phone ring when you are in a different room, in a noisy environment or just need an extra boost of volume. It simply plugs into your analogue telephone line.

DORO TELEFLASH—Now you can see and hear when the phone rings. Features light and sound, use one or both. Easy to install, ideal for the hard of hearing or partially sighted. Audio-sensor simply attaches to any phone.

For more information on these and many other products, contact Printacall

Phone: 02 9809 2392, 02 9809 1283 (TTY) 

Fax: 02 9809 2345   

Email: sales@printacall.com.au  

Web: www.printacall.com.au 

Arts Activated Conference

 26-27th September 2007

Leading Examples of inclusion of  People with Disabilities in the Arts at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music.

Don’t miss out on the Arts Activated Conference, the first of its kind to be held in NSW. It’s being organised by Accessible Arts, the peak arts and  disability organisation across New South Wales, in partnership with the Spastic Centre. 

The Arts Activated Conference in 2007 will be a celebration for all those passionate about people with disabilities and their active inclusion and participation in the arts.  It will be an opportunity to participate in          seminars and practical workshops in dance, theatre, visual arts, audience development and community cultural development and to            acknowledge, share and network with other practitioners and                     administrators. Come and be inspired by innovative and groundbreaking programs, ideas and facilitators all in the beautiful surroundings of the        Sydney Conservatorium.

The conference will be opened by the Minister for Ageing and Minister for Disability Services, the Hon Kristina Keneally MP and we are delighted to announce that Tabitha Allum will be our keynote speaker on day one. 

Tabitha Allum is Chief Executive of STAGETEXT, an organisation               established in 2000 to promote and provide captioning in theatre across the United Kingdom so that deaf, deafened and hard of hearing     people have full access to live  performance. 

Tim McCallum, singer and actor, will be performing as well. After an         accident Tim was left paralysed from the chest down with only partial use of his arms. He has gone on to  perform in Les Miserables, The Sound of Music, Sweeney Todd and the musical Rent.

If you’re wanting inspiration then listen to our keynote speaker on day two, Pat Rix, Artistic Director of Tutti Ensemble. She will talk about the          remarkable achievements of this groundbreaking arts organisation. 

The Tutti Ensemble is a recognised leader in community cultural           development and disability culture in South Australia. 

These are just some of the sessions on offer so for more information, a           registration form and a detailed program of seminars and workshops go to 

http://www.thespasticcentre.com.au/artsactivated/  

or  phone Accessible Arts 

02 9251 6499.

The Travel Desk

NOOSA in sunny QUEENSLAND       

NOOSA BLUE RESORT 

Noosa Blue have 2 fully wheelchair accessible rooms. The reception and restaurant are fully   accessible. Doorway widths are 850mm.

The bathroom has complete wheel in shower  access with handheld shower, shower chair and grab rails. The hand basin and mirror have been lowered. The bathroom will not accommodate a hoist. The toilet has grab rails. The bedroom has a king bed that can be split into single beds. There is a bedside radio, bedside lamps, light switches,   telephone and remote TV. The light switches and air -conditioner controls have been lowered. There are kitchen facilities, but no oven. No room service is available.

Phone: 07 5447 5699, 1800 463 8543

Email: info@noosablue.com.au     

Web: www.noosablue.com.au   

****

TINGIRANA NOOSA 

There is 1 fully wheelchair accessible room, with dual key, which will make it a two bedroom or street front studio. The door width is 800mm wide. The reception and restaurant are fully accessible.

The bathroom has complete wheel‑in shower access with a handheld shower spray, shower chair and grab rails. The hand basin and mirror have been lowered. The bathroom will not accommodate a hoist. The toilet height is less than 460mm and has grab rails. The Bedroom has a queen and single bed with height adjusters available. There is a bedside radio, lights and    telephone. Remote control for TV and lowered air-conditioner controls. Full kitchen facilities and room service are    available.

Phone:  07 5474 7400, 1800 089 642

Email: info@tingirana.com.au   

Web:  www.tingirana.com.au   

****

BELAIRE PLACE 

One fully accessible room, lift to all floors. Reception and restaurant are fully accessible. The door widths are 800mm wide.

Bathroom is fully wheelchair accessible, with wheel‑in shower access, handheld shower spray, grab rails and shower chair. The hand basin and mirror have been lowered. The bathroom can accommodate a hoist. The toilet height 460—480mm with grab rails.

The bedroom has a king size bed with a height of 540mm for clearance of hoist. The bed can be split into two singles. Bedside radio and light switches. There are full kitchen facilities. No room service is available.

Phone 07 5491 8688

Email: belairep@ozemail.com.au   

Web: www.belaireplace.com.au  

****

MAROOCHY RIVER COACH HOUSE 

There is 1 fully accessible room with a door width of 880mm.  The reception area is fully accessible with a car space outside unit.  The restaurant is also accessible. 

The bathroom has wheel‑in shower recess, rails for shower, hand held shower spray, lowered hand basin & mirror. There is a shower chair available. Bathroom may not accommodate hoist. 

The toilet height is 460mm (floor to seat) with grab rails. There is a 1 single bed with bed height adjusters available. The room has tea & coffee making facilities and a little bar fridge.

Ph: 07 5448 4344

Email: info@maroochycoachhouse.com.au    

Web: www.maroochycoachhouse.com    

****

Happy travelling ….Helen 

Please double check your requirements when making your booking, that way you can have a safe and enjoyable holiday.  

If you find a really good place to stay let the staff at IDEAS know about it and we can pass it on to others. Thanks!

The Access File

Noosa (QLD) is one of the easiest places to visit and very accessible. 

Australia Zoo, the home of "The Crocodile Hunter" is located an easy hours drive north of Brisbane, near Beerwah on the beautiful Sunshine Coast. Open everyday except for Christmas Day, from 8.30am-4pm. The park is fully wheelchair accessible and situated on fifty acres of bush surroundings and houses over 750 wildlife species.

 For more info: Ph 07 5436 2000

Web: www.australiazoo.com.au  

Email: info@australiazoo.com.au  

"The Big Pineapple" offers a day of fun and entertainment for the whole family. The  plantation, restaurants and shopping area are spacious and fully wheelchair accessible, including the train tour. There are designated disability parking spaces are provided and there is a wheelchair accessible toilet on the top level near the entrance. 

Plantation train tour has ramp access onto the station and 3 carriages that have been modified for wheelchair/stroller access. The seats can also be folded back if more room is needed. 

Take a ride on an authentic sugar cane train through tropical fruit orchards and pineapple fields, stopping for an informative farm show about growing pineapples. The plantation grows over 100 varieties of plants and fruits, including 100 year old mangoes, as well as macadamia and a sausage tree! 

The Animal Nursery and Wildlife Sanctuary where you can stroll through the rainforest, bamboo grove and wildlife garden to meet koalas, wombats and other Aussie animals. The Animal Nursery has many baby and small animals to hold and pet. You can even feed some.

There is a sealed pathway along the edge of the rainforest linking the different animal enclosures. The path is mostly level although there is a short climb up to the nursery. A handrail and seat is available between the train station and koala enclosure. Admission is free. Tours and Rides at reasonable prices.

For more info about The Big Pineapple

Phone: 07 5442 1333

Email: info@bigpineapple.com.au  

Web: www.bigpineapple.com.au 

ACCESSIBLE EATERIES

Tewantin Noosa RSL Club

All areas and three amenities of the club are wheelchair accessible. 

Phone:  07 5447 1766        

Trio's on the River 

All areas, including outdoor deck are wheelchair accessible. 

Phone:  07 5474 4799        

Cafe Terrace

Wheelchair accessible public toilet 

Phone:  07 5449 7791        

Riordans at Kabi

All areas of the club house and most of the beer garden are wheelchair accessible. Phone:  07 5485 3494     

The Beaches are beautiful, so hire a FreeWheeler beach wheelchair to access the sand and surf. The beach wheelchair has been sponsored by Tingirana Resort on behalf of the Noosa Community. It can be booked for a gold coin donation by phoning Tingirana on  

Ph: 07 5474 7400       

‘Practising Diversity and Inclusion: Redrawing the Boundaries’

Forum to discuss ‘good practice’ in responding to violence against women with disabilities

 8 – 9 November 2007 in Sydney

· Interested in the intersection of women’s diversity with domestic and family violence practice? 

· Concerned about the way violence against women with disabilities has been neglected in strategic planning, funding and service provision? 

· Interested in establishing a national network of family violence workers working with women with disability? 

Wanting to expand and share understanding about issues such as:

· The physical effects of violence against women (violence-induced disability)

· Addressing violence against women with  disabilities who live in culturally and linguistically diverse communities

· The experiences and silencing of Indigenous women with disabilities

· Control and abuse tactics – how abusers use disability to increase their power over women

· Integrating the work of disability services with mainstream and diverse family violence services

· Human rights and violence against women with disability – our UN           obligations and the implications for  government

· Exploring recent research and practice  initiatives, or

· The 1998 Violence Against Women With Disability Forum, (nearly) ten years on?

The Clearinghouse will be holding a two day Forum to discuss these issues, locating the experiences and needs of women within disability within the framework of diversity practice. 

For more information call Karen Wilcox 02 9385 3843 or Gaby Marcus 02 9385 2990,  email: clearinghouse@unsw.edu.au
Communications Desk

Cerebral Palsy: A Positive Future. A new DVD on cerebral palsy has been produced by the Adelaide Children, Youth and Women’s Health service, in  conjunction with Novita Children’s Services.

The centrepiece of the DVD is a 57-minute documentary, which looks at, and reflects on, the experiences of four children, each of whom have a different presentation of cerebral palsy. The documentary also includes interviews with medical and allied health specialists covering a range of topics, including: adjustment to disability; early intervention; physical management; the team approach; Botulinum Toxin A; orthopaedic care; occupational therapy; education; communication; mealtime management; nutrition; alternative therapies; and support.

In addition to the documentary, more detailed text-based information can be accessed via the DVD menu. This includes contacts for Australian services and more information on the types of cerebral palsy, fixed            contractures, surgical and medical management, nutrition, equipment and aids. 

The DVD sells for $22. Download an order form from the Novita Children’s Services website: 
www.novita.org.au/library/Factsheet-CP_DVD_information_and_order_form.pdf   

Source: The Scene from The Spastic Centre

Community Education

I attended the Review of the Disability Standards for Accessible Public Transport which was held in Dubbo on the 11th July. Just curious if anyone else attended as Dubbo was the only venue in rural NSW. Unfortunately there were probably only eight people in attendance but the points that they presented were excellent and I think covered a large area of complaints and issues facing public transport. 

Participants raised the following issues: 

· lack of transport 

· lack of access to transport

· inability to access programmes in school holidays        

· no transport available for people to get to work

· Community transport unable to be accessed outside of normal business hours 

Other problems with transport were also highlighted: 

· bus stops not being accessible

· safety at bus stops (eg  bullying for school children) 

· limited accessible buses

· Trains leaving at inconvenient times 

· taxi’s showing no patience for people with a disability. 

The feedback from taxi drivers included that the cost of hoists is extremely high for both taxi’s and buses, and they consider there needs to be standards set for motorised chairs and hoists as the bigger chairs don’t fit on the hoists.  

It was great to see a couple there voicing their concern about NO transport for their son to  attend day programmes and that they have to drive 70 kms one way to get there son there each day. This unfortunately is repeated right across NSW and needs to be addressed urgently.

You can log on the web and receive the outcome of the National report          collected from each state on www.ddatransportreview.com.au 
Sue

Quantum Technology/Freedom Scientific JAWS Scholarship Program 2008

Freedom Scientific and Quantum Technology has pledged to make life a little easier for tertiary students!!!

If you are a vision impaired Australian planning on pursuing further studies in 2008 or are currently enrolled in tertiary studies you are eligible to             apply.  The prize is a copy of JAWS for Windows Professional valued at approximately $2000. 

JAWS for Windows, screen reading software grabs information from the computer screen and sends it out in synthesised speech feedback.    Documents, email and the internet can all be spoken back to vision            impaired users.

In 500 words or less, tell us why you need a Freedom Scholarship and how it will assist you in your tertiary studies.

Applications must be attached to an application form.

Some Comments from Recent Winners

Nastasia Campanella, Minchinbury, NSW—“Receiving the Jaws                 scholarship will have a positive impact on me and my university          studies.  Jaws for me means I will be able to do internet research and write notes in lectures on a laptop quickly and accurately.  I'm studying journalism and feel that Jaws will enable me to write interesting well  informed article to a first class standard.  It also means the transition to university will be less pressure.”

Syeira Ferguson, Ulladulla, NSW—“JAWS will help me a great deal at University as it will assist me with note taking, class work and assessment tasks. It will also allow me to (finally) use the internet for research. This is a necessity for me as all assessment tasks, teachers’ notes and general Uni information comes to me by e-mail.  Thank you very much for the scholarship prize.”

For an application form please call Quantum Technology office on 02 8844 9888 or e-mail to info@quantumtechnology.com.au . 

Your applications can be sent by email to the email address above or via mail to Quantum Technology PO Box 390, Rydalmere NSW 2116.              

Closing date for applications is Friday 26 October 2007, and winners will be notified by e-mail and announced in the subsequent edition of LiveWire – Quantum Technology’s newsletter.  Good Luck!

For further information visit: 

www.quantumtechnology.com.au  

www.jotadot.com.au 

www.mountbattenbrailler.com
Women With Disabilities Australia (WWDA)  Position Paper on Sterilisation

WWDA has worked for a number of years on the issue of unlawful      sterilisation of women and girls with disabilities. In recent months, WWDA’s advocacy on this issue has related to the draft national, uniform legislation ‘Children with Intellectual Disabilities (Regulation of Sterilisation) Bill 2006’. 

WWDA understands that the Standing Committee of Attorneys-General (SCAG), at its April 2007 meeting, resolved to continue working on the development of the draft ‘Children with Intellectual Disabilities (Regulation of Sterilisation) Bill 2006’.

WWDA has detailed their concerns regarding this draft Bill, with      previous correspondence to the Federal, State/Territory Attorney’s General and other stakeholders. 

WWDA maintains the view that sterilisation is a question for adulthood not childhood, and strongly recommends that the Australian Government, through its national ministerial council of Attorney’s General, develop            universal legislation which prohibits  sterilisation of children (regardless of disability) except in those circumstances where there is a serious threat to health or life.

WWDA takes this opportunity to provide, for your information and reference, a copy of WWDA’s Policy & Position Paper entitled ‘The       Development of Legislation to Authorise Procedures for the         Sterilisation of Children with Intellectual Disabilities’. 

The paper seeks to articulate WWDA’s position on the issue of the forced sterilisation of minors, particularly in the context of the Standing Committee of Attorneys-General (SCAG) work on the development of uniform legislation to authorize procedures for the sterilisation of children with an intellectual disability. 

The paper raises a number of key issues that WWDA asserts must be thoroughly considered in this  debate, including: the application of human rights principles; pre-emptive assumptions; definitions, terminology and language; the  consideration of procedures and their consequences; and, compliance with international human rights treaties.

For more information please contact WWDA on 03 6244 8288 or email: wwda@wwda.org.au 

The Paper is available on WWDA website at: http://www.wwda.org.au/polpapster07.htm  

Or you can all the IDEAS office for a copy to be emailed or posted to you on  1800 029 904.

The Odyssey … a journey of enrichment and possibility

Would you like to hear how people with  disability can:

· live a rich, varied and secure life, open to the possibility of making friends and developing relationships beyond family 

· experience positive learning opportunities 

· be recognised as part of the wider community 

· have constructive, meaningful leisure time and a place to call home?

Family Advocacy’s first national conference will provide an exciting          opportunity to hear of real experiences and examples from an impressive array of inspirational local, national and   international speakers. 

You will also have the opportunity to meet with the speakers and other people attending the conference to share ideas and experiences, both informally and at an optional social event on the Thursday evening.

Hear Bruce Uditsky, Darcy Elks, Dr Bob Jackson, Ric Thompson, Margaret         Rodgers, Trudy van Dam, Jeremy Ward, Bob Lee, Joel and Zoe Satherley, Meaghan Sweeney, Sally Richards and more.

The Odyssey will be held on 25 and 26  October in central Sydney.

If you would like more information about the speakers or conference topics,  contact Family Advocacy by emailing: 

conference@family-advocacy.com or phone: 02 9869 0866; or 1800 620 588 (NSW non metro callers).

Helpful Handbook for Memory Loss 

When our memory is working well, we don’t realise how much we use it for everything we do. We use it to recall things, organise ourselves and keep track of events. Only when we have memory problems do we realise how much we use it – without thinking!

If you have early stage dementia or concerns about your memory, this is the time to think about the future.  With careful planning and by changing habits now, you can look after yourself and carry on your regular activities well into the future.

There are many publications that tell you about effects of memory loss and dementia. This handbook should be read in conjunction with other             information about the diagnosis and effects of dementia.  This handbook is intended as a handy reference about products, devices, tips and hints.

The handbook was made possible with the support of Alzheimer’s           Australia NSW and Independent Living Centre of WA Inc.  

For more information contact the Independent Living Centre on 1300 885 886 or visit: www.ilcaustralia.org 

A copy of the handbook can also be obtained by calling the IDEAS office.

Are you affected by Welfare to Work?

 Tell your story and make a difference.

· Are you having problems with Centrelink or with an agency that is helping you to look for work or to get ready to look for work?

· Have you been affected by the Federal Government’s recent changes, called Welfare to Work?

· Are you a person with a disability?

If so, the Australian Federation of Disability Organisations (AFDO) would love to hear from you. They are collecting stories from people with disability about their experiences dealing with Centrelink and other agencies. They will use the stories to help the Government and the media to understand the impact of Welfare to Work.

Visit www.afdo.org.au/node/80 to find forms on the AFDO website to help you to tell them your story on, or call them on 03 9662 3324 and have them posted.

If you would like to talk to someone about your story, or you need help to tell it, call them on 03 9662 3324. If you live outside Melbourne they will call you back.

Coming Events

18 - 19 October 2007. 3rd NSW Rural Allied Health Conference "Rural Allied Health: Actions & Solutions". Dubbo RSL Memorial Club. For more information: contact Anne Field at the NSW Institute of Rural Clinical Services & Teaching. Phone 02 6841 2361.

31 October - 3 November 2007. 16th National Conference on Incontinence. Surfers Paradise, Queensland. For more information please contact: phone: 03 9347 2522, email: info@continence.org.au 

October 2007. (Date to be confirmed) Hay Expo. To be held at the Hay Hospital from 10am to 2pm . For  further details contact Tanya on 02 6990 8700.

